
EARLY DAYS OF THE G.A.R.
- The Work of Dr. Stephenson and His Assistants in Founding the

Order.lilinois's Claim.

By ROBERT MANN WOODS.

All the questions connected with the
trigln and establishment of the Grand
Army of the Republic were thought to
have been authoritatively and satisfac¬
torily settled by the Report of the Com¬
mittee on Seniority of Departments at
the sessions of that committee at Phil¬
adelphia, at Detroit and at Milwaukee,
after exhaustive research and the pro¬
duction of convincing records. The re¬

port of the committee was unanimously
adopted by the National Encampment
at Milwaukee, which fixed the seniority
as follows: First, Illinois; second, Wis¬
consin; third, Pennsylvania; fourth,
Ohio, etc.

But in 1901, in the Report of the
Proceedings of the Department of In¬
diana, there appears a report, signed
by Gen. R. S. Foster, Gen. J. R. Carna-
han and Comrade William H. Arm¬
strong, which was approved and adopt¬
ed by the Department of Indiana, in
which it is broadly asserted In many
different ways and specifications that
the Department of Indiana was the first
to give life and vigor to the Grand
Army of the Republic, and was not
only the first Department organized,
having the first actual Department
Commander and the first Assistant Ad¬
jutant-General, but that it had the first
Adjutant-General of the National Or¬
ganization.

This report, the truth of which not
having been officially denied, has em¬
boldened one of the Indiana comrades
to publish a book, called "The History
of the Grand Army of the Republic
Under Its First Constitution and Rit¬
ual," in which he reiterates the state¬
ments, which were evidently made
without knowledge of the actual facts
by the men who signed the Indiana re¬
port, and adds many more statements
which are so unwarranted by the his¬
tory of the formation of this grand Or¬
der that it becomes necessary to make
a statement of the actual conditions
which obtained at the time in question,
that those not knowing the actual facts
may not be misled, and to justify the
finding and decision of the National
Encampment and the rule of seniority
as now established.

The First Steps.
The Grand Army of the Republic was

established at Springfield, 111., April 1,
1866.
The first order ever issued is as fol¬

lows:
"Headquarters Department of Illi¬

nois, Grand Army of the Republic, Ad¬
jutant-General's Office, Springfield, 111.,
April 1, 1866.

"General Orders, No. 1.
"The following-named officers are

hereby announced on duty at these
Headquarters:

"Col. Jules C. Webber, A. D. C. and
Chief-of-StafT.

"Col. John M. Snyder, Quartermas¬
ter-General.

"Maj. Robert M. Woods, Adjutant-
General (P. O. Box 84).

"Capt. John A. Lightfoot, A. A. G.
"Lieut. John S. Phelps, A. D. C.
"By order of B. F. Stephenson, Com¬

manding Department.
"Official.

"Robert M. Woods, Adjutant-General."
During the month of April, 1866,

eight Posts and five Districts were or¬
ganized as follows:

April 6, Post No. 1, at Decatur, 111.,
Capt. M. F. Kanan, commanding, and
District of Macon, Col. Isaac C. Pugh,
commanding.
The charter of Post No. 1 is as fol¬

lows:
"Grand Army of the Republic, De¬

partment of Illinois.
"To all whom it may concern, greeting:
"Know ye, that the Commander of

the Department of Illinois, reposing
special trust and confidence in the pa¬
triotism and fidelity of M. F. Kanan.
G. R. Steele. Geo. H. Dunning, I. C.
Pugh, J. H. Nale, J. T. Bishop, C. Reib-
same, J. W. Routh, B. F. Sibley. J. N.
Coltrln, Joseph Prior and A. Toland,
does, by the authority in hirn vested,
empower and constitute them as char¬
ter members of an Encampment of the
Grand Army of the Republic, to be
known as Post No. 1, of Decatur, Dis¬
trict of Macon, Department of Illinois,
and they are hereby constituted as said
Post, and authorized to make by-laws
for the government of said Post, and
to do and perform all acts necessary
to conduct and carry on said organiza¬
tion in accordance with the Constitu¬
tion of the Grand Army of the Republic.

"Done at Springfield, 111., this sixth
day of April, 1866.
"B. F. Stephenson, Commanding De¬

partment; Robert M. Woods, Adju¬
tant-General."
The original record book, now in pos¬

session of Dunham Post, No. 141, at
Decatur, 111., has the following notes
under the record of Post No. 1:

"Sent Constitution by mail, May 14.
Sent Charter by mall. May 16.

"April 10, Post No. 2, Springfield,Gen. T. S. Mather, Com.
"April 13, Dist. of Will, Capt. A. Mc¬

intosh. Com.
"April 13, Post No. 3, Morris, Col. H.

M. Day, Com.
"April 23. Post No. 4, Ottawa and

District of La Salle, Col. J. S. Lathrop,Com.
"April 24, -Post No. 5, Freeport andDistrict of Stephenson, Gen. B. Dorn-

blazer. Com.
"April 21, Post No. 6, Bunker Hill,Capt. W. O. Jenks, Com.
"April 28, Post No. 7, Hillsboro, Maj.W. Armstrong, Com.
"April 18, Post No. 8, Carlinvllle, Col.

Thos. Phillips, Com.
"April 18, Dist. of McCoupin, Gen.

John I. Rinaker, Com."
On May 1, 1866, General Orders, No.

2, was issued as follows:
"General Orders, No. 2.
"Headquarters Department of Illi¬

nois, Grand Army of the Republic,Springfield, 111., May 1, 1866.
"I. For the purpose of the further

organization of this Army the followingofficers will be appointed under Section
9 of Article 3 of the Constitution, and
their names reported to these Head¬
quarters, viz:

"Assistant Post Commander, Post
Surgeon, Post Chaplain, Officer of the
Day, Officer of the Guard.

"II. The duties of Assistant PostCommander are those of a Vice-Presi¬
dent.

"III. It will be the duty of the Post
Surgeon to examine and report on all
cases presented for charity and assist¬
ance from the Post.

"IV. The Post Chaplain will be pres¬
ent at all assemblies of the command
and officiate in the proper duties of his
office.
"By order of B. F. Stephenson, Com¬

manding Department.
"Official: Robert M. Woods, Adju¬

tant-General."
The Early OrgMilaatioB.

The Constitution above referred to
was written by AdJ't-Gen. Woods. It
was short and concise, but outlined th&plan of organization, providing for pre¬cinct organizations, to be known - asPosts, County organizations to beknown as Districts, Stata Organizationsto be known as Departments, and theRational organization to be known asthe Grand Army of the Republic. Itprovided for o, Vouncil of Administra¬tion, dues ami revenue, and reportsfrom Posts, Districts apQ Departments.

It was so short that Dr. Stephenson
was quite dissatisfied with it. Col. Sny¬
der informed me that the Doctor
thought It ought to be as voluminous
as the Constitution of the United States.
Dr. Stephenson sent it to Decatur for
revision, but Capt. Kanan, Commander
of Post No. 1, informed me that the
Decatur Committee made no changes
in the Constitution, though they short¬
ened the Ritual. This Constitution was
the one under which we worked from
April I, 1866.

I had the Constitution and By-Laws
printed, early in May, by Capt. George
R. Webber, and began the distribution
of these to the various Posts May 16,
1*66.
The Rituals were printed at Decatur,

under supervision of Lieut. John S.
Phelps, A. D. C., and were finished the
first week in April.
During the month of May we char¬

tered eight Posts and eight Districts in
Illinois. Col. Webber, A. D. C., made
three trips to organize Posts and Dis¬
tricts, the first from April 6 to April
25, to Chicago, Jollet, Morris, Ottawa, La
Salle and Freeport; the second from May
15 to June 15, to Lincoln, Pontiac, Joliet,
Kankakee, Middleport, Champaign,
Danville, Charleston, Paris, Centralia,
Salem, Carbondale and Cairo; the third,
June 26 to July 11, to Quincy, Macomb,
Galesburg, Monmouth, Peoria, Lacon
and Hennepin. Lieut. John S. Phelps,
A. D. C., made several trips, establish¬
ing Posts at Bunker Hill, April 21; at
Hillsboro, April 28; at Carlinville, April
8; at Pana, May 7; at Shelbyville, May
3: at Litchfield, April 24; at Jerseyville.
May 26. Gen. Lippincott established
the District of Cass and Post 11 at
Cliandlerville, May 10. Dr. E. D. Kit-
toe established three Posts in Jo Da¬
viess County. Maj. Anthony Neustadt
organized Post No. 13 at Alton, May 14.

July 12. 1866, Delegates from 60 Posts
and Districts, members of the Grand
Army of the Republic, and honorably-
discharged soldiers and sailors of this
State, assembled In mass convention at
Springfield, and, having taken the obli¬
gation, made a formal organization of
the Department of Illinois, electing
Gen. John M. Palmer Department Com¬
mander.
The Department of Illinois being now

duly organized, let us turn our atten¬
tion to our efforts to organize the Grand
Army of the Republic in other States.

In Ohio.
In May, 1866, Commander-in-Chief

Stephenson dispatched Adj't-Gen.
Woods to neighboring States to organ¬
ize Departments. I went to Columbus,
Ohio, where I met, by appointment.
Gen. Benj. F. Potts. I appointed him
Provisional Commander of the Depart¬
ment, and issued the following order:

"Special Order, No. 5.
"Headquarters Department of 111-

nois. Grand Army of the Republic,
Springfield, May 4, 1866.

"Brevet Maj.-Gen. B. F. Potts is here¬
by authorized to organize and estab¬
lish Districts and Posts of the Grand
Army of the Republic in the State of
Ohio. The Districts and Posts so or¬
ganized shall make all returns and re¬
ports direct to these Headquarters un¬
til the Department of Ohio is organized
and transferred to It by order from
these Headquarters.
"By order of B. F. Stephenson, Com¬

manding Department.
"Robert M. Woods, Adjutant-General."

Gen. Potts mustered In Post No. 1
at Carrollton, his residence, and pushed
the organization vigorously In Ohio.

Ia Wisconsin.
May 28, 1866, I went to Madison,

Wis. I got together, in the State House,
Gen. Lucius Fairchild, Gen. Jerry M.
Rusk, Gen. James K. Proudfit, Gen. Ed.
Salomen, Geo. F. Rowell and others,
and gave them the obligation of the
Order. I appointed Gen. J. K. Proudfit
Provisional Department Commander,
and Issued the following:

"Special Order, No. 12.
"Headquarters Department of Illi¬

nois, Grand Army of the Republic, Ad¬
jutant-General's Office, Springfield, May
28, 1866.

"Geo. F. Rowell is hereby authorized
to organize Districts and Posts of the
Grand Army of the Republic In the
State of Wisconsin.
"The Districts and Posts thus organ¬

ized will make all reports and returns
provided for by the Constitution to
these Headquarters until otherwise or¬
dered.

"Mr. Rowell will report the names
of officers and charter members and
the date of organization of each Dis¬
trict and Post established to these
Headquarters.
"By order of B. F. Stephenson, Com¬

manding Department.
"Robert M. Woods, Adjutant-General."
Under this authorization 14 societies,

called "Soldiers and Sailors' League,"
were called together June 7, 1866, and
the Department of Wisconsin formally
organized.

la Mirhfgan.
We made two attempts to organize

Michigan from Springfield. May 9 we
authorized, by Special Order, No. 3,Capt. H. E. Howe, of Toledo, Ohio, to
organize a District and Post in Detroit,Mich. May 17 I had the honor to issue
a commission to Col. Lloyd Wheaton
to organize and establish Districts and
Posts at Kalamazoo and such other
places In Michigan as he might deem
expedient. I felt so sure that Michi¬
gan would be organized that I did not
make a personal visit to that State,and it was not organized as a Depart¬
ment until Oct. 1, 1867.
On Aug. 1 Col. John M. Snyder,Quartermaster-General, went to St

Paul, Minn., and organized the Depart¬
ment of Minnesota, appointing Gen.
John B. Sanborn Provisional Depart¬
ment Commander. The Department
was formally organized Oct. 16, 1866.
On May 18 I Instructed Lieut. John

S. Phelps, A. D. C., to proceed to Keo¬
kuk, Fort Madison, and Burlington,
Iowa, to organize Posts. He formed
an Organization in each place, but we
had no reports from them. But as I
had known Col. Add. H. Sanders, of
the 16th Iowa, I wrote to him, and he
came to Springfield. On July 12 we
it-sued to him and his associates, Col.
R. M. Littler, Gen. J. B. Leake, Lieut.
O. S. McNeill, Capt. N. N. Tyner and
Capt. A. T. Andreas, a charter, and
they organized the Department July 24,
1866. This charter is now in the pos¬
session of Comrade R. B. Beath, who
will turn it over to the care of the Na¬
tional Encampment with other original
papers.
June 27 we issued Special Order, No.

IS, authorizing Capt. Stephen Ogden
to establish Districts and Posts in the
State of Tennessee.

July 2.1 went to Missouri with Gov.
Oglesby and Gen. Logan to attend a
great patriotic meeting there. At the
Lindell Hotel I organized the Depart¬
ment of Missouri, appointing Gov.
Thqmas C. Fletcher Department Com¬
mander and Col. Fred T. Ledergerber
Assistant Adjutant-General. Gov. Fletch¬
er afterward gave way to Gen. John
McNeill as Department Commander,

As to Indiana.
And now we coxn.e to the Department

of Indiana. We decided Gen. Gresham
to* be the proper man to organize In¬
diana, and sent him the following:

"Special Orders, No. 11.
"Headquarters Department of Illi¬

nois, Grand Army of the Republic, Ad¬
jutant-General's Office, Springfield, 111.,
May 21, 1866.

"Gen. W. Q. Gresham is hereby au¬
thorized to organize afid establish Dis¬
tricts and Posts of the Grand Army of
the Republic in the State of Indiana.

"Said Districts and Post* will mailt

*11 return* and report to these Head-
until otherwise ordered.

Gen. Gresham will report the name#
or officers and charter membere of Dis¬
tricts and Posts established by him to
these Headquarters, and will issue to
them a certificate of organisation,
which will be forwarded by them with
tntlr application for a charter.

By order of B. F. Stephenson, Com¬
manding Department.
'Robert Mann Woods, Adjutant-Gen¬
eral."
This was accompanied by a full let-

,
,n8t*"uctlons and a batch of Con¬

stitutions and Rituals. Gen. Gresham
wrote that he could not find time to
organize, and suggested the substitu-

Col. A. J. Hawhe in his place,
which we did.
v poj. Hawhe organized some Posts,
out railed to make any reports. But I
find he was present at the first En¬
campment of the Department of In¬
diana, Nov. 21, 1866, and was elected
Quartermaster-General of the Depart¬
ment, and was appointed Inspector-
General, so that I have no doubt he did
good work because of his appointment
by Dr. Stephenson.

In the month of June, 1866, Dr.
Stephenson commissioned Col. T. C
Crawford, of Terre Haute, to organize
I csts in Indiana. No reports were ever
received from Col. Crawford. As he
appeared at the Department Encamp¬
ment, commanding the District, I as¬
sume he organized some Posts in the
District.
On May 23, 1866, the District of Har¬

rison and the Post of Corydon were

«rga£ d at Corydon, Ind., with Col.
W T. Jones, Commander; Col. Ben
Gresham and Col. Ed. Mathey. Thev
were chartered by Dr. Stephenson, and
furnished with copies of the Constitu¬
tion and Rituals.
But these persistent efforts to organ¬

ize Indiana finally brought Gen. R. S.
Foster from Indianapolis to see Dr.
«. t«'phenson, while I was absent organ¬
izing the Department of Missouri.
Afterward Gen. Foster sent Maj. O. M
\\ i son to Springfield. They seem, from
v\ ilson s book, to have held the same

C°rtii[ersa^on the same persons.
The report of Gen. Foster, indorsed
j

James R- Carnahan and Com¬
rade William H. Armstrong and adopt¬
ed and indorsed by the Department En¬
campment of Indiana, April 16, 1901,
states in substance as follows.

Ce». Fo«ter and Dr. Stephennon.

y*
July. 1866, Gen. Foster called on

Dr. Stephenson at Springfield. 'He read
portions of a Ritual to me from the
manuscript. He administered the ob¬
ligation to me from a strip of paper.
No commission or wo.rrant was given
me by any one claiming authority. Such
an assumption was never claimed or
exercised by Stephenson. Returning to
Indiana, I obligated Messrs. Wilson,
Macauley, Schlager, Dobbs, Scott, Rlt-
ter and two or three others, and they
elected me Department Commander
under the form of the Constitution I

brought from Maj. Stephenson.
(Oh, he got o. Constitution.) Our names
were enrolled upon our charter. (Oh
he got a blank charter.)'

'Then Maj. O. M. Wilson went to
Springfield along in July. He says:
L>uring all my interviews with Dr
Stephenson he never once alluded to
any Grand Army organization in Illi¬
nois or anywhere else. He left the im¬
pression .by his words and acts that
there was no such organization as a
Department, especially in his State. I
v as not introduced to any comrades as
Grand Army men. He never spoke of
any Post organizations. The whole
tenor of his conversation was in lament¬
ation that he could not get the boys to
take hold of It.'

^ met other soldiers there, among
them Gens. Mather and Webber. Math¬
er said: 'The boys here don't seem to
take to it.' (Gen. Mather was the Com¬
mander of Post No. 2.) Gen. Webber
said: You Hoosiers are the boys to
take hold of It.' He doubted if Dr.
Stephenson could make a success of It
(Gen. Webber was Dr. Stephenson's a!
D. C. and Chief of Staff, and had at
that time organized 50 Posts and Dis¬
tricts.)"
The report goes on to say:
"At the time of the organization of

the Grand Army of the Republic in
Indiana, in July, 1866, no 'authority'
for such organization was given or re¬
ceived from any person, officer or body
of men assuming to be or to represent
th?. Grand Army of the Republic.'

"There was absolutely no 'authority'
or constituted body, to whom applica¬
tion could be made."
The only warrant for Gen. Foster!

was the request of Dr. Stephenson to
take the Ritual and Constitution, which
ho gathered up in manuscript from his
coat pockets, from his office desk and
from his residence, and placed in Gen
Foster's hands, saying, "Organize it in
Indiana.
The report goes on to say:
"Gen. R. S. Foster was elected De¬

partment Commander of Indiana in
August, 1866, and his General Order
No. 1 was issued Aug. 20, 1866. At
this time he was the first Department
Commander, and there had not been!
nor was there at that time any other
Department Commander of the Grand
^rrr?y^?.f the ReP"bllc in existence.
Maj. Oliver M. Wilson was the first
Assistant Adjutant-General of the
Grand Army, having been appointed
by Gen. Foster. He was also the first
Adjutant-General of the National Or¬
ganization, for after the National Or¬
ganization was affected he served in
that capacity."
The report says:
"The author of the first Ritual and I

Regulation was Surgeon B. F. Stephen¬
son, and, as will be seen from the facts
herein set forth, with the writing of
these two documents his work in
the original organization practically
ceased."

.*The material furnished by hlsl
Ritual and Constitution was magnificent,
but with this material he was unable
either to plan and lay the foundation
or rear the superstructure. The special
object to be obtained does not seem to
have been very clearly defined in his
mind. 1

?Ur upon the great organizer of
this Order, upon the wonderful genius
whose mind conceived and worked out
to its ultimate conclusion the splendid
structure of the Grand Army of the
Republic, Is so unwarranted as to de¬
serve condemnation from every corn-
rp.de of this Order.

The Facts.
I cannot but characterize the entire

report as unparalleled for Its audacity
and mendacity.
What are the facts?
At that date, Aug. 20, 1866, the fol¬

lowing-named Departments were In
full operation, organizing Posts and
Districts and doing Grand Army work:
r
Wisconsin..Organized June 7. Gen.

V K* Proudfit, Department Comman-
?eri ^eo' F* R°well. Assistant Adju¬
tant-General. This was an election byi
delegates from 14 Posts in Department
Encampment assembled.

Illinois..Instituted April 1. Dr B
F. Stephenson, Department Comman¬
der; Robert M. Woods, Adjutant-Gen-1
eral. Formally organized July 12 by
delegates from 60 Posts and Districts.
Gen. John M. Palmer, Department
Commander; Jules C. Webber, Assist¬
ant Adjutant-General.
Iowa..Organized July 24. Add H

Sanders, Department Commander; N*
N. Tyner, Assistant Adjutant-General!

Missouri,.Organized July 3, 1866.
Gen. John McNeil, Department Com-!
mander; Fred T. Ledegerber, Assistant
Adjutant-General.

Ohio..Established May 14. Gen.
Benj. P. Potts, Department Comman¬
der; Gen. Potts and his efficient Staff.
Capt. Henry E. Howe and Lieut. B. P
Hawkes, organized 186 Posts In 1866.

Minnesota..Organized Aug. 1, 1866,
by Col. John M. Snyder, Quartermas-
ter'General on Staff of Commander-in-.
Chief Stephenson; Gen. John B. San¬
born, Department Commander; E. Y"
Shelly, Assistant Adjutant-General.
And now comes the seventh Depart¬

ment to organize and select its Provi¬
sional Department Commander and
other officers; viz:
Indiana..Organised Aug. 20, byi

Col w' wKSfffri ***: *** tt&eAutoy.
Snt^B %ttt,ater^C<* c- J- ^bs,
SSS^k5L*P®r' c- W. Brouse,
a^l'thra? °* M- w*l«on.
a WnJSS. S2S!' who olecte<* <>«n. R.

Maf^ Commander and
TTnH?; & IJ,8on- Adjutant-General.

c°m,n* Section

hiK hTi?iL. t,^rtlx^by ***. Wilson in

5!U«l! ^£2L0f th# Gnui<1 Army in In-

?« *% HI T comrades Rave themselves

in! ML°^sr,ganl*at,on w,th a vim»
W,lson ****' "Under the

JffoJTI * -2?' superior officers, the

flnJ Jept Indiana Republican
on

® J, 2? _J*e United States Senate

Or«n£ a JL0^" "ThlS 18 What the
SE M ,n 1866 ,n Indiana."

Headquarters of the
«^»^I5?r ** sPr'nfffle,d had organ-
L ^arfcn^nti. It had no money.

I?,Z ?Pc.ei* *®»*ksd for nothing and
paid their own expenses and for the
printing-. They w#»re temporarily out
ot printed Constitutions and Rituals,
having supplied thi six organized De¬
partments.
The Department of Indiana, organiz¬

ing so late, had printed a good supply
u aI printed matter, and had It on

an<^ a* the first Convention
of the Grand Army of the Republic at
Indianapolis, Nov. 20, 1866.

The Whole Claim of ladlaan.
In this fact lies the whole claim of

Indiana. They did furnish the other
Mates and all comers with printed mat¬
ter, and on this simple fact they make
!il? astounding claim that they are en-

^ * t^° t*le cre<"t organizing the
G. A. R. in the whole country!

I pass by the fact that in 1870 the
Grand Army of the Republic disap¬
peared from the State of Indiana and
was not heard of again until in 1879,
^ hen Edgar D. Swain, Department
Commander of Illinois, Gen. Joseph S.
Reynolds, Past Department Comman¬
der of Illinois, and Comrade E. W.
ii,.am,berlaln' -Department Inspector of
Illinois, again organized the Depart¬
ment of Indiana. The Post at Terre
Haute was Post No. 51 of Illinois. The
Post at South Bend was Post No. 64
of Illinois, Aug. 11, 1879. Gen. Swain
appointed Capt. John B. Ilagar Pro¬
visional Commander and Jay Cumming
Adjutant-General, and the Department
was formally organized Oct. 1, 1879.
The preposterous claim that Gen.

Foster was, on Nov. 20, 1866, the only
Department Commander and that Maj.
Oliver M. Wilson was the only Adju-
tant-General In the Grand Army of
the Republic, can only be accounted for
by the fact either that they did not
know what was going qn in the other
States, or, depending upon lapse of
memory, they thought they might
claim honors which did not belong to
them.
But to make this claim in 1901. 15

years after the whole question had
been settled by the National Encamp¬
ment on the most Irrefragable docu¬
mentary proofs, and while there are
hundreds of living witnesses who can
prove the falsity of their claims, gives
rise to astonishment and indignation.
The claims of Indiana in the report
approved by its Encampment of 1901;
are foolish and wicked and unwar¬
ranted by the well-known history of
the formation of the Grand Army of
the Republic.

Another Youag Soldier Heard From.

On the subject of young soldiers in
Uncle Sam's armies during the civil
war, Basils Holstine, South Boardman,
Mich., sav» he was born in 1846 and
enlisted in 1862, at Springfield, O., in
Co. H, 105th Ohio. He was discharged
at St. Louis in March, 1863, and re-
enlisted at the same time and place in
the Marine Brigade Light Artillery, un¬
der Gen. Ellett, on board the Baltic,
and served until Feb. 1, 1865. He then
went to Kalamazoo, Mich., and enlisted
In Co. M, 1st Mich. Cav., and was s§nt
to join the regiment in North Carolina,
where he remained until the close of
the war. After the Grand Review at
" ashington the 1st Mich, was ordered
to Utah to escort stages and protect
them from hostile Indians, being finally
mustered out at Detroit, June 30, 1866
The writer would be glad to hear from
his war-time comrades.

Gen. Sheridan's Famous Ride.
Editor National Tribune: I read an

article in The National Tribune of Sept.
^1, from G. W. Mattoon, of Duron,
Mich., inquiring what troops guarded
Gen. Sheridan on his famous ride Oct.
19, 1864. There was a detail of 150 men
from the 17th Pa. Cav. with Gen. Sheri¬
dan from Winchester to the front. They
rode for the first 10 miles till they met
one of the staff, who told of the defeat
of his army. Sheridan turned to the
officer in command of the troop and
told him to pick out 50 of the best
horses to follow him, and form a skir¬
mish line with the rest. Out of the 50
there were only seven kept up with
Sheridan. Franklin Beaver, of Co. H,
was one of them. He came home in
June, '65, sick, and died July 1, 1865.
There was none of Sheridan's staff with
IUm\ ,

He was on h,s Wfty back from
Washington, arriving at Winchester the
night before..C. P. Mears, Co. H, 17th
Pa. Cav., Newberry, Pa.

CURE YOUR OWN KIDNEY
aad Bladder Diseases at Home at a Small

One Who Did It Gladly
Tells You How.

Mr. A. S. Hitchcock (Clothing Deal¬
er), East Hampton, Conn., wishes all
who are suffering from any kidney or
bladder diseases that if they will send
their address to him, he will without
any charge whatever direct them to the
P«rfect home cure he so successfully
Knowing, as he so well does, the

failure of almost every other treat¬
ment in stubborn cases, he feels that
he ought to place in the hands of every
suffering man and woman this simple.
Inexpensive ana withal positive means
of restoring themselves to health.
Why not take advantage of this mcst

generous offer while you can do an

without cost?

CAPTURE OF FORT TYLER,
Ofletal R«mpIi Skew Tkat the 7tk Ky.

Cav, WuThtn.
Comrade If. H. Talbot writes from

Crawfordsville, Ind., to say that he has
produced official records to show that
his regiment.the 7th Ky. Cav..was in
at the capture of Fort Tyler. Ga., the
statement of Capt. H. M. Billingsley to
the contrary notwithstanding. Comrade
Talbot says "the official records must be
accepted as historical facts. The sev¬
eral officers' reports from which I quote
are taken from 'Series 1, Volume 49,
First Official Records of the Union and
Confederate Armies. Wilson's Raid.*
"Gen. McCook, commanding our divi¬

sion, says in his report, pages 417 and
418: 'On the 16th of April Col. I^a
Grange, with his brigade, appeared be¬
fore West Point and carried that strong
position by assault. I inclose reports of
my subordinate commanders.'

"Col. O. H. La Grange, who com¬
manded our brigade, in his report, dated
Macon, Ga., May 4, 1863, says: 'On
the morning of April 12 the brigade en¬
tered Montgomery, the 4th Ky. having
taken possession at daylight. After
passing through the city the 7th Ky.
( av. encountered 700 of the enemy un¬
der Gen. Buford and drove them eight
miles, capturing three stands of colors
and 30 prisoners. At 1:30 p. m. on the
16th the remainder of the brigade ar¬
rived in front of Fort Tyler. The 1st
Wis., 2d Ind. and 7th Ky. advanced and
dismounted.

" 'The ditch being found Impassable,
bridges were prepared and sharpshoot¬
ers posted, and when the charge was
sounded these three detachments, vie-
ing with each other, rushed forward and
entered the fort. Two U. S. flags (regi¬
mental colors) captured by the enemy
(Tyler's Brigade, C. S. A.) near Eto¬
wah Creek, Ga., were recaptured by
the 7th Ky. Cav. at Fort Tyler, Ga.,
April 16, 1865.

'Signed, O. H. La Grange, Colonel
Commanding, Second Brigade, First Di¬
vision.'
"The part I quote from Col. La

Grange's report can be found on pages
428, 429 and 430.

"Col. Lamson, 4th Ind. (Capt. Bil-
lingsley's regiment), in his report, on
page 432, says:

" 'At 2 o'clock on the morning of the
16th the best mounted men of the regi¬
ment, in company with the 2d Ind.,
marched for West Point. The regiment
charged into town under fire of the
enemy's guns, securing the turnpike and
railroad bridges, and then the post after
a short, sharp contest surrendered to
the remainder of the brigade.'

"This report of Col. Lamson was writ¬
ten a few days after the fight. Had he
in that short time forgot the gallant
charge of the mule squadron and the
special detail made to Capt. Billingsley
by their commander, and did not honor
him enough to report it?
"Now, let us see what the commander

of my regiment says in denial of that
positive assertion of Capt. B., made in
two letters to the press that "my regi¬
ment was not at the capture of Fort
Tyler.'

"To be brief, our first Colonel, John
K. Faulkner, was wounded at Frank¬
lin, Tenn., and died afterwards of that
wound. Our Lieutenant-Colonel, W. W.
Bradley, was wounded Just four days
before the fight at Fort Tyler, so Maj.
A. S. Bloom was in command of the
regiment. His report was made at Ma¬
con, Ga., Mav 2, 1865. I quote in parti
from the record (page 435) to show-that
all our regiment was there and did busi¬
ness in that little gun play. He says: I
'On arriving in one mile of West Point
I was ordered to prepare to fight on
foot. -I dismounted and formed the reg¬
iment, and then was instructed to en-1
gage the enemy on the right (that
placed our regiment between the 4th
Ind. and the fort). When we got with¬
in 50 yards of the fort I ordered the
men to commence firing. Immediately
afterwards I placed sharpshooters near I
the fort, which had a telling effect, com¬
pletely silencing a large piece of artil¬
lery on the right of the fort After a
fight raging furiously for over two hours
I was directed to charge the fort. I
ordered the men to prepare themselves J
with boards to cross the ditch. This!
being done and everything ready, the
brigade bugle sounded the charge,
which was promptly repeated by my
bugler. My men obeyed the command
nobly, crossed the deep ditch around!
the fort on boards, climbed the parapet I
and went over into the fort, capturing I
two stands of U. S. colors which had j
been previously captured by the enemy,
and assisted in capturing Its garrison, j
(Signed) A. S. Bloom, Major, Command¬
ing 7th Ky. Cav., Second Brigade, First
Cavalry Division.'
"Now, can my good friend and oom- I

rade, Capt. Billingsley, say that my regi- I
ment, the 7th Ky. Cav., was not at thel
capture of Fort lyier?
"Comrade Biehn, of my regiment, I

made the claim that he 'sounded the I
last bugle charge of the war,' and you I
have said most positively in two letters
'that neither he nor his regiment were I
there.'

"I saw the remainder of this fight
from a house-top where a detachment
of sharpshooters of the 7th Ky. Cav.
were stationed to shoot at anything
that moved in the fort. I saw Gen. Ty¬
ler on crutches make a last valiant ef¬
fort to rally his men just before he was
shot to earth never to rise again. Forty
years have passed. With the long Iostl
years many of the dear comrades that
fought side by side with you and I lie
asleep today in their 'windowless pal¬
aces of rest.' You and I, my friend,
stand, as it were, in a graveyard of
memories. What little rank and honor
I got in the army came largely from the
support of the brave comrades that car¬
ried the gun, and out of the love and
comradeship I have for those that ar«|
alive today and for the sacred memory [
for those that have passed down and
out through the pearly gates, I shall
stand by all while life lasts and shall
demand justice and honor be given
where it is due."

Was . "Hammer** Wltk Shermnn.
The Ironclad nerve of that aggrega¬

tion of former men In blue known as
"Sherman's Bummers" has become
proverbial. One of the "bummers."
Frank Lowe, of Oklahoma City, O. T..
in a recent letter to his comrade, Anson
Miller, of Council Qrove, Kan., tells of
how he (Lowe) purloined a horse from
Kilpatrick's Cavalry. He says he would
like to meet the trooper who owned the
horse. Comrade Lowe says: "I was a
kid then, being in my 16th year." On
the morning after he had stolen the
horse he rode It boldly through Kilpat¬
rick's camp and the owner claimed the
animal, but all Lowe's fellow-bummers
were witnesses for him that he had the
horse several days.

"So we left the horseless cavalryman
with his gun and saddle crying for his
horse, but, kid-like, I laughed at him
and rode on. I would have taken his
saddle when I stole his horse, but he
w as using it as a pillow, and I hated to
disturb him, as lie was resting so nicely.
Before we had gotten through Kilpat¬
rick's camp a soldier asked mc how I
would trade my horse for his mule.
This I regarded as the chance of my
life and an opportunity to mount my¬
self honestly. While the mule was very
small, I, too. was of the Iight-w< igiit
class. Believing I was being pursued
by the rightful owner of the horse. I
made the swap. I kept the mule until
the Sherman Bummers were made to
dismount.

"I had that mule well trained. He
would jump a fonce to follow me. He
even srot so he would h*»ad off a chick¬
en or a turkey for me. but he was afraid
of a guinea fowl or a duck, and he
would not stay in the neighborhood of
a goope. I would like to meet the man
I took the horse from, and I sometimes
wish I was again in Sherman's army
marching through Georgia."

The 32*1 Ohio.
Warner Mills, Secretary of the Regi¬

mental Association of the 32d Ohio. Co¬
lumbus. Ohio, writes that the old boys
of *61-'65 have drifted to all parts of
the World, one of the late orders for
the history of the 32d Ohio being from
Tarsus, Asia Minor. Comrade Mills In¬
closes a letter from Comrade Thomas
Davidson Christie:
"British Postoffice, Constantinople,

Turkey, Oct. 1, 1905.
"Warner Mills, Esq., Secretary, Co¬

lumbus, Ohio.
"My Dear Comrade: I owe you

many thanks for your very kind letter
of Sept. 11, and the report of the meet¬
ing of your regiment, but I must hast¬
en to say that I was not a member of
the famous 32d Ohio. I was a Sergeant
of the 1st Minn. Battery. It is a great
pleasure to me to hear that your Reg¬
imental Association Is so flourishing.
Give my love to all the boys, especially
to the V. V's. Do try to find what be¬
came of Hill and McLean, of Co. B.
Surely, you have some men who can
tell me something about them. I wish
you would send me a history of the
regiment. The work of the College is
pressing me hard, or you should have
a longer letter, but I should be delight-
to hear from you again or from others
of the dear old comrades. My home
and work are in Tarsus, Asia Minor,
where St. Paul was born, but my Post-
office address is British Postoffice, Con¬
stantinople, Turkey.

"Yours in the good old bonds.
Thomas Davidson Christie."

With Sheridan on the Firing Line.
Comrade M. D. Mathias writes from

Hustontown, Pa., and says: "I have
been a subscriber to your valuable pa¬
per for perhaps more than 20 years,
and would greatly feel the loss of it
could I not get it. It is the old vets'
friend through thick and thin, and con¬
tends for their rights fearlessly. Would
like to hear from the members of the
Ringgold or 22d Pa. Cav. through your
valued paper. Had the ptoMure of see¬
ing Gen. P. H. Sheridan at Cedar Creek
on the firing line Oct. 19, 1864. I was
too busy to inquire who were his Aids,
but I can say this, the whole .force of
Union soldiers were his Aids that day,

What WiH Cure
A Bad Catarrh

A Noted Doctor-Preacher of Atlanta
Seems Able to Permanently Onre

Till* Disease by an Entirety
New Home Method That

Is Attracting At¬
tention.

SENDS IT FREE TO ANYONE
WITHOUT EXPECTING PAYMENT

Those who have all along doubted
whether there really was a permanent
cure for catarrh will be glad to learn
that an eminent Southern doctor-dlvlne,
J. W. Blosser by name, has discovered a
home method whereby catarrh can be
cured to the very last spec without re¬
gard to climate or conditions, and so
that there shall be no misgiving about
it he will send it free to any man or
woman without expecting payment, for
while others are spending fortunes in
advertising Dr. Blossr uses his money
to build up hi* .discovery, and therefore
he can afford to send a trial package
free end let the results speak for them-
self.
The doctor's* discovery is radicallyjciifferent from the schemes that the

i country has recently been flooded with,
'and the results he han achieved seem
to mark a new era in the scientific cure

j of chronic catarrh, foul breath, hawk*
| ing and spitting, stopped-up feeling In
the no*and throat, coughing spells,
difficulty of breathing, catarrhal deaf¬
ness, scratching in the throat, asthma,
bronchitis and the many other symp¬
toms of a bad case of catarrh. The first
day's use will clear the nasal passages
and the lungs, and then the catarrh
germs are dispelled and you are forever
freed from this annoying disease.
The doctor is willing to rest his case

on the free package he sends you, and
the fact that his company now occupies
four large floors would seem to prove
that his discovery is genuine; so send
your name and address without delay
to the Dr. Blosser Co., 320 Walton St,
Atlanta. Ga., and you will receive the
free package. Illustrated book, etc. Ths
least you can do is to find out what the
doctor has got. as you can't be anything
out, one way or another, and you sure¬
ly should be cured.

using their sabers and guns freely, and
after getting the Confederates gathered
up in line, took them up the Valley a
little faster than they liked to go. But
we relieved them of a goodly lot of
men and equipments, so that they could
travel faster."

The 50th Pa.

Editor National Tribune: Pleas*
give me the brigade, division and
corps commanders of the 50th l"'a. from
1861 to 1865. I love the good old Na¬
tional Tribune as well as ever and can¬
not do without it..Beneville Hoyer,
Berrysburg, Pa. .

At the beginning of Its service the
50th Pa. was in the Second Brigade of
Gen. T. W. Sherman's Port Royal ex¬
pedition. The brigade was command¬
ed by Brig.-Gen. Isaac I. Stevens, and
consisted of the Roundhead Pennsyl¬
vania regiment, the 50th Pa., and tho
8th Mich. In the Richmond cam¬
paign the 50th Pa. was in the Second
Brigade of the Third Division (Will-
cox's) of the Ninth Corps. The bri¬
gade consisted of the 1st Mich. Sharp¬
shooters, 2d Mich., 20th Mich., 24th N.
Y. Cav., 46th N. Y., 60th Ohio and
50th Pa. The brigade was commanded
in the order named by Col. Benjamin
C. Christ, Col. William C. Raulston,
Lleut.-Col. George W. Travers, Lieut-
Col. Walter C. Newberry and Col. Wil¬
liam Humphrey. Between June IS
and 30, 1864, this brigade lost 140
killed, 582 wounded and 105 missing..
Editor National Tribune.

Deafness Cured at Home
Don't waste your time and money in experiments. My method cares deafness

and al! bead noises to stay cured. Absolute and positive proofs sent on applica¬
tion. No pain, no loss of time. The method is my own and cannot be obtained
elsewhere, i t has been tried and found trne. It cares.

Write today for my book. "Deafness its Cause and Care.' FREE. Address

^uycuftor^o^

I CURED MYRUPTURE
I Will Show You How To Curo Tours

FREE.
I was helpless and bed-ridden for years from a double rupture.

No truss oould hold. Doctors aaid I would die if not operated on.
I fooled them all and cured myself by a simple discovery. I will
send the cure free by mail if you write for it. It cured me and has
since cured thousands. It will cure you. Write to-day. Capt. W. A.
Collings, Box S3 Watertown, N. Y.

Avoid that Tirei Feeliaf.Wear s

Blinker
WHY?

rt Fits No Buckles to Irritatt
Dees Not Chafe Seaaricss Sack
Caa he Kept Clesa Is AliastoMe
Slidiag Loop A4jastaent Is DarsM
ASK YOCB IISroaiST

Or will be sent postpaid on reoetpt
ofprices named, as follow*:

277A Linen, . . eee.
977RNilk. - .

or money reftinded.
hiu booklet mantfr

THE OHIO TRUSS CO., 52 E. 9th Street, Cincinnati, Ohio.

$10 Worth of Books for $3.
The National Tribune will send any comrade

this tot of books on receipt of $3. The books will

be sent by express, the receiver paying the express

charges. The books are perfect, and very suitable

for holiday gifts. This low offer is made to close
out this stock before Christmas. Order at once.

Address THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE, Washington, D. C.

The American-Spanish War
bound in doth; stamped with cold.

S07 large octavo pages. Folly
l and splendidly illustrated.

Printed on fine coated paper;
Regular price $2.

A noble volume In appearance, but most notable for its contents. The actual
commanders of the land forces and the vessels tell the story. Among the authors
are Generals Shatter, Merritt, Wood, Miles, Garcia, Palma (now President of
Cuba) and Captains Evans, Whitney, Taylor. The destruction of the Maine, the
battle of Manila Bay, the sinking of the Merrimac, the voyage of the Oregon, the
Santiago campaigns, and all the stirring incidents of the war are told by actual
participants. Everything is told.the work of the President, the Secret Service,
Woman's Work, and finally the treaty and terms of peace. It was a short war,
but is was handled in masterly fashion. It secured the recognition of the United
States as the World Power. This is the only complete and authentic history of
the war. A man of this generation should possess this book as a record of one
of the great things that happened in his time.

History of the United States,
A work of 649 large octavo pages, with 100 illustrations, including the hoi

of each President. Beautifully bound in half-russia leather.
This book is unique among histories. It acquaints the reader with more im¬

portant information about hi* country than any other twenty volumes. It It
solid history made as interesting and absorbing as fiction.

in the form of historical re¬
views of each Administration;
also giving the principal

papers and addresses of each President. The reviews are written by lima
tors Liodge, Cullom, Dick, Morgan, Foraker and other statesmen, includingSpeaker Cannon. Regular price $3.

Life of William McKinley, Including his Boyhood and Youth,
his School Days, Full History of
his Service In the Army, Hew be

Became a lawyer, his Start in Politics, the Romance of his Life, and withCopious Extracts from his Public Speeches, Messages, etc. Price IS.
Illustrated with nearly 200 photographs, and four full pages in colors. The

portraits of hundreds of other distinguished persons are shown as they appearedin the late President's company, amidst various scenes in every part of the coun¬
try from the Atlantic to the Pacific.

This book is royal quarto In size and Is one of the most beautiful specimensof book making ever produced. It Is substantially bound, the front cover havinga dignified and appropriate design In purple and silver.
The life of this man is a splendid example for other men. Any boy or

man who will be guided by the lessons so attractively set forth in tt»t« vol
can hardly fail of success.

The American Conflict: Horace Greeley. Two volumes, l,5oSlarge octavo pages. Fully illustratedwith war scenes and maps. Price IS.This is the fullest and best history of the War of the Rebellion. The vol¬
umes we offer are printed from the original plates.practically the same as thevolumes that sold for $9. The volumes are large, and we purposely bound themin strong paper covers. This makes them lighter and easier to hold and read.Any soldier of the great war, or son of such a soldier, who does notthese volumes ought to have them by all means.


